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various works, and is capable of being further
unfolded, in a definite and scientific manner,
with, every variety in the laws of central force
assumed to exist. And this same conception,
the ripest growth of modern science, both on
its side of experiment and mathematical de-
duction, seems to throw some light on tho
kindred subject, the nature of material creation.

Two views of creation have often struggled
for mastery, the formation of matter out of no-
thing, and its evolution from the self-existent
Being. Divines have usually inclined to the
former view, philosophers to the second. The
former is open to tho grave difficulty, how can
a mere negation ever become something ? Tho
latter, again, seems to destroy the contrast
between God and the universe, making tho
latter a part of God himself.

Now the view of matter hero maintained,
which has strong evidence in its favour from
modern science alone, combines tho half-truths
in these opposite views of creation, and har-
monizes them together. A point, without force,
is a more negation of being ami oven of exten-
sion ; but is distinguished by position from all
oj>hcr points, and may be defined " an indivi-
duated possibility of being/' Force, a power
of attraction upon all other centres, is the direct